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Angshuman Gaekwad- an exceptional talent

Indranil Banerjee

Angshuman Dattaji Rao Gaekwad (1952- 2024) was born in Baroda, now Vadodara in a royal
cricketing family. He was a cool customer with the bat, intelligent, full of grit & gutsy
opening batter of repute. His father Datta Gaekwad was also a Test cricketer and former
Indian captain. He played alongside Gavaskar, Vengsarkar, Karsan Ghavri, Balwinder Singh
Sandhu, Ravi Shastri, Suru Nayak, Sudhir Nayak, Sandip Patil, Ghulam Parkar in a very
strong & formidable West Zone side. He captained Baroda & West Zone also. West Zone
won few times Irani Trophy under his leadership. Some opine that he was an average
cricketer, but it was not to be. He was an opening batter of exceptional talent and many
termed him as ' legendary'. He opened the Indian innings 29 times with the great Sunil
Gavaskar in Test cricket. He was known to the cricketing world as the " Great wall" for his
supreme technique against pace bowling. Sunil Gavaskar called him as ' Charlie ' and many
a time he used to be Gavaskar's roommate in the team hotel. In the 1975- 76 West Indies
tour (test series) his eardrum got fractured to the bowling of Michael Holding as he was
admitted in hospital but came back strongly to register a defiant 81 against the fiery pace
of contemporary Windies pace battery. He was an occasional off break bowler as well. Sunil
Gavaskar has mentioned that he played with three gutsy cricketers in his entire career viz.
Mohinder Amarnath (Jimmy), Eknath Solkar (Ekki) & Angshuman Gaekwad (Charlie). Saurav
Ganguly's test debut came in the presence of a triangle then in BCCI administration-
Angshuman as coach, Vishwanath as chairman of selectors & Sambaran Banerjee as selector
from East Zone. The troika played an integral part in the selection of Ganguly for the first
time in Test match cricket on an England tour in 1996. His two sons Anirudh and Sataranjay
Gaekwad played first class cricket with Sataranjay played Ranji Trophy as well. Angshuman
was India's head coach when Anil Kumble clinched all 10 wickets in an innings in the Feroz
Shah Kotla Test against Pakistan. India won the Independence Cup in Dhaka under his able
coaching. His tenure of playing for India was from 1974- 1984. In the year 2000, India was

runner up in ICC Champions Trophy under his coaching. He was India's coach in two
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tenures. His highest test score of 201 came against Pakistan in the Jalandhar Test. He was
at the batting crease for 671 minutes and in fact the slowest double century in Test cricket
in contemporary times. His biography 'Guts Amidst Bloodbath' was written by Aditya
Bhushan. Many unknown facts of his illustrious cricketing career were depicted in this
book. He was bestowed with the lifetime Achievement Award jointly with Coln. C. K. Nayudu
in 2018, the highest award in Indian cricket. Angshuman Gaekwad statistics: Test-40, Debut-
1974 against West Indies at Eden Gardens, last test-1984 against England at Eden Gardens,
Batting average-30.07, Runs-1985, centuries-2, fifties-10, Highest-201 vs. Pakistan at
Jalandhar, Test wicket-2, catches-15. ODI-15 matches, 269 runs, Avg-20.69, highest-78*

wickets-1, catches-6.
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